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Building Regulations  

England – Following the Grenfell Tower fire a review of the Building Regulations, with particular 

emphasis on buildings over 18 mtr., has been announced, although the review is not limited to these 

buildings. The review is being led by Dame Judith Hackett and will give an interim report by the end 

of 2017 and a final report in Spring 2018. The terms of reference relate principally with Fire and 

Approved Document B but other Approved Documents that may have an effect on Fire may also be 

affected. Another area that she will be considering and may become part of the revision of the 

Building Regulations is certification for fire rated products and competency requirements for all 

involved in the process from architects, specifiers through to contractors and procurement, 

surveyors, installers, building control and fire risk assessors. The GGF has responded to the ‘Call for 

Evidence’ for the review and await indications of what recommendations are likely to come from the 

review. 

An inquiry into the fire has been started, led by Sir Martin Moore-Bick and his terms of reference 

have been agreed and he has published his ‘top 100’ questions, split into 13 categories. He hopes to 

produce an initial report in the Spring 2018. 

The GGF is currently feeding directly into the Industry Response Group, set-up by DCLG to deal with 

existing properties that may be clad in similar systems and to produce advise to owners of blocks 

(LAs, HAs and private) in the form of 6 advice documents, via an expert panel from the Construction 

Products Association. All advice documents should be available by end December 2017. 

FENSA, as other CPSs have now informed all registered installers that they are no longer able to self-

certify window installation in buildings over 18 mtrs in height, these will now need to be approved 

by a Building Inspector (LA or independent)  

The GGF will continue to monitor the situation and when specific work on AD’s etc. is started, will 

develop a strategy to influence at the proposal stage rather than only react to a consultation.  

Scotland – Scottish Government have issued new Technical Handbook (Domestic and non-Domestic) 

in July 2017 and these changes do not effect windows, doors or other glazed products. They have 

now announced the start of a general review with 4 questions relating to what is right, wrong or 

how their Building Standards can be improved. This start has a response date of 30th November 

2017. 

Wales – The Welsh Government have now issued their response to the consultation that ended in 

May 2016 and in terms of windows and doors, they have decided to introduce a new Approved 

Document, AD Q in relation to Unauthorised Access (Security). The final AD has not yet been 

published but we expect it to be similar to AD Q in England, using PAS 24 as the basis of 

demonstrating compliance. Once published, the GGF will review and highlight any differences, if any, 

to the publish version of AD Q in England. A Welsh AD Q will initially be applicable to NEW 

DWELLINGS only, as in England but they have announced that replacement windows and doors will 

be included at a future date. 

 Again it is probable that the Welsh Government will also review their Fire Safety regulations as they 

are currently very similar to those in England.  
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Northern Ireland – 2012 Technical Booklets still current and there is no proposed changes in the 

foreseeable future.  

GGF are working with Northern Ireland Government in 2017 to develop guidance for homeowners 

when replacing windows and doors.  

Fire Safety is likely to be reviewed in NI following Grenfell.  

Republic of Ireland – GGF are now actively working in this new GGF ‘region’ and following meetings 

with Government, confirmed that there are no proposals to change Building Regulations in the near 

future.  

Each Home Counts (EHC)  

The GGF is involved in the Insulation and Fabric workstreams of EHC although this is dealing mainly 

with external wall insulation and ventilation due to the issues relating to condensation and mould 

growth. These issues have become more prevalent since the volume of external insulation that has 

been carried out since the introduction of ECO funding.  

EHC recommended that a single quality mark should be introduce for home improvements involving 

energy savings. We are awaiting a decision on what form that mark will take, industry has made 

representation that it should be an existing mark that existing schemes, consumer codes etc. can 

feed into. The GGF is supporting the proposal for TRUSTMARK to become the quality mark for EHC. If 

Trustmark is accepted, GGF members through our Consumer Code will meet some of the Quality 

Mark requirements without further costs. The latest indication are that it will be a joint Quality Mark 

between Trustmark and MCS for micro-generation improvements (PV etc.) 

Construction Products Regulations (CPR)  

Policing of the CPR by Trading Standards is still a low priority by most TS offices, few are active but 

most do not appear to be actively enforcing the CPR, even when given specific information about 

companies who are not complying. This is causing particular concern in relation to the increase in 

the number of non-compliant IGUs with reduced edge-seal sightlines being marketed. The GGF has 

recently published an Industry Guidance document on the requirements of IGUs in relation to the 

product standard and the CPR. This is available for download from 

http://ggf.org.uk/publication/insulating_glass_units_igus_conforming_to_the_construction_products_regulation_cpr.  

A review of the CPR is underway by the European Commission and are now considering potential 

changes based on feedback from various groups, including industry.  

The CPR requirements has caused a backlog of new and revised harmonised standards due to them 

containing thresholds and levels but a solution has now been found and it is expected that these 

hENs will be revised and sent for approval. Once approved, they may be published but cannot be 

used until they have been cited in the OJEU. At this point a co-existence period with the existing 

standard will be announced, at the end of which all organisations placing products on the market 

must do so using the new or revised version of the standard. 
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GGF has published on the member’s website new layouts for the Declaration of Performance for 

Thermally Toughened glass, Heat Soaked glass, Laminated glass, Insulated Glass Units, Windows and 

Doorsets which reflect the changes to Appendix III of the CPR following delegated acts in 2015/2016.  

European Standards  

As detailed above, a number of glass and hardware standards have received a positive vote to 

publish but are currently held by CEN because of the issue of them containing threshold and levels 

which do not meet the requirements of the CPR. All product areas, glass, hardware etc. have 

amended one hEN and put it through the CEN process for review by the CEN Consultant and once 

approved, the format will be replicated to the other hENs stuck in the system. We should see a 

number of these held standards released for publication and cited in the OJEU in the coming 

months.  

The GGF will keep members informed of progress as it happens over the coming months.  

EN 1279 series – part 1 – 6   

Following the GGF’s working party full review of all the proposed revised parts of EN 1279 series, we 

forwarded approximately 200 comments to the convenor of TC 129/WG4 who has considered these 

with Brian Waldron, convenor of TC 129 and apart from a few comments, have been accepted and 

the proposed revisions have been amended accordingly. These final revisions have been sent to CEN 

for formal vote. All parts are expected to be published in early 2018 and once cited in OJEU, will be 

subject to a co-existence period, probably 12 months.  

EN 14351-2 – Windows and doors. Product standard, performance characteristics. Part 2. Internal 

pedestrian doorsets without resistance to fire and /or smoke leakage characteristics. Has not yet 

been approved by CEN and therefore cannot yet be published. Expected publication is Q3 2018. On 

this basis, internal fire-resistant doorsets cannot be CE marked. 

British Standards  

BS 6262 series 

Parts 1 (Glazing for buildings. General methodology for the selection of glazing), and 7 (Glazing for 

buildings. Code of practice for the provision of information), proposed revision complete, awaiting 

start of enquiry.    

Part 4 (Glazing for buildings. Code of practice for safety related to human impact), out for enquiry, 

finishing 31/12/2017 

Parts 3 (Glazing for buildings. Code of practice for fire, security and wind loading) and 6 (Glazing for 

buildings. Code of practice for special applications) being revised by B/520/1 working groups, 

expected consultation Q2/3 2018  

Part 5 – Glazing requirements to be drafted, draft expected Q3 2018  

GGF publications  

Datasheets  
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New and revised datasheets 2018  

1.3 – Summary of Glass Standards – New datasheet listing all relevant glass                 

standards – List and status of all glass standards available on GGF website 

2.11 – Light transmission – New datasheet Q2/3 2108 

3.1 – Glass Sustainability – New datasheet Q2/3 2018 

4.2 – System Design & Glazing for Insulating Glass Units awaiting final revision of EN                 

1279 series and draft of BS 6262-5 – expected Q2/3 2018 

4.2.1 – Quality of Georgian Bars and Leaded lights within Insulating Glass units – draft by end 

2017 

4.4 – Quality Standard for Toughened Glass - published  

4.8 and 4.8.1 Mirrors – complete revision Q4 2018 

4.11 – Laminated glass and laminated safety glass – inclusion of EVA foils Q2 2018 

5.12.2 – Glass in work surfaces and splash backs – to be completed 2018  

5.18.1 to 5.18.8 – re-write to modern style, awaiting proof reading before marketing                

layout  

6 series – windows and doors – new series to be produced, publication of all                

datasheets by end Q1 2018  

60 series – Health and Safety – complete series being revised  

Employee Safety in the Glass and Glazing Industry – published May 2017                       

with on-line employee assessment   

GGF guides  

Fire-resistant IGUs – draft produced by FRGG, under further review by Brian Waldron and 

then circulated for members comments  

How to choose windows and doors (NI request) target draft end December 2017  

Planning guidance for England   

Consumer guide – published at Fit Show now being revised and will be published on 

myglazing.com 

Members guide to planning – published September 2017  

Planning guides for Scotland, Wales and NI – proposed for 2018  

   Review of GGF’s guidance on Heat treated and Laminated glass – completed  

Industry guidance on compliance with CPR and IGU manufacture – published September 

2017 
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Framing material (PVC-U, Timber, Aluminium, Steel) and performance in fire guidance – 

target end 2017 


