
Health and Safety Update 
 

HSE – What’s New! 
Silicon based hydrophobic coatings 

For a number of years now concerns have been raised regarding the properties of certain coatings 

used within the glazing industry and their application. HSE commissioned a scientific survey into 

these products and possible safety concerns. 

The final report is now available on the HSE website. Members are directed to the GGF’s August 

Newswire has an article outlining the significant findings.  

Health and Safety Team Current Workplan 
Asbestos management & Removal 

Members may be aware of the ongoing lobbying we have been doing with HSE on the rules 

surrounding the safe removal of AIB. Our assertion is that the rules are not appropriate for the 

domestic market and do not take into consideration the nature of the relationship with 

homeowners.  

The specialist lead has to date been reticent to change his view however we have put forward 

arguments for the guidance to be reviewed.  

In light of the Grenfell tragedy we are also arguing that the industry may need to re-consider its 

long-held belief that removing AIB is the safest solution however it could be argued that a soffit of 

AIB may well be an effective fire break. 

We will continue to update members on the progress, however it is likely to be very slow. 

GLASS Charter Merit Scheme 

We continue to have members join up to the scheme. We’re happy that the following companies 

have joined the scheme and have been audited confirming their status: 

Joedan Group and Superseal – Bronze 1 

Nichols & Clarke – Bronze 2 

Sheffield Window Centre – Bronze 3 

We’re also very pleased to report that Dual Seal and The Window Company (Contracts) Ltd have 

both submitted themselves for a progress audit and have made significant strides towards Gold with 

Dual Seal now at Silver 1 and The Window Company at Silver 3.  

Codes of Practice 

The Safe Handling, Storage and Installation of Glass Code is still in development. A working party has 

successfully mapped out the code and identified the key areas we are keen to have very clear 

minimum standards.  

We will continue to develop the draft and hope to have a final version ready for publishing before 

the end of 2017.  


